
 

• Wednesday, June 9th, 
Board Meeting, 7:30 
pm, Sonen Room 

• Sunday, June 13th,        
Annual Congregational 
Meeting, 12 noon,   
Parish Hall 

• Thursday, August 26th,   
Celebrations and                            
Music, 7:30 pm, Sonen 
Room 

 

 

MARK IT DOWN 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

other tragedy in a seemingly 
endless string. We wonder if 
possibly, just possibly, this hor-
rible event might be the one 
finally to awaken voters and 
political leaders to take the 
steps necessary to, well, sur-
vive. But like the drug addict 
who is not able to quit, there is 
little evidence we will change. Is 
there any environmental shock 
so appalling that it might 
change the entrenched behav-
iors enabled by corporate greed 
and citizen indolence? 

 I have been writing articles like 
this for many years. Many of us 
have been environmental activ-
ists. Yet the spills get bigger 
and the forces that create them 
seem to yield to nothing. Still 
there abides a hope that a col-
lective change of heart is some-
how not impossible. In this 
hope we offer our flower com-
munion. 

The Flower Communion was 
created by our own Norbert 
Capek to give Unitarians a way 
to celebrate a communion un-
encumbered by doctrine or rigid 
ritual. When I was ordained to 
the UU ministry in 1974 it was 
considered a quaint and slightly 
foreign custom of historical 
interest. I did not know of any 
UU congregations that had any 
kind of communion, flower or 
otherwise, other than those 
which were vestiges of UU 
Christianity. 

When Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven, an adult education 
curriculum for women, became 
popular in the 1980�s, part of 
its lasting influence was a new 
appreciation of ritual performed 
in a specific UU context. The 
Flaming Chalice jumped off the 
pages of countless church sta-
tioneries and became embod-
ied on altars, lit every Sunday. 
The Flower Communion be-
came an important worship 
event, often marking, as ours 
does, the end of the regular 
season of worship. 

It expresses our connection and 
appreciation of the natural 
world. UU�s tend to believe that 
humans must care for the earth 
in order for the earth to main-

tain its many life forms, includ-
ing, of course, us. Like any com-
munion, its meaning tends to 
be aspirational. That is, we 
accept that our actions fall 
short of our intentions, even if 
we do not use words like �sin� 
and �sinner.� 

We, like most Americans and 
the developed world, particu-
larly fall short when it comes to 
our relationship with petroleum. 
While few of us thought that 
�drill, baby, drill,� was a good 
idea, even fewer of us have 
taken concrete and meaningful 
steps toward alternatives. In 
this respect, the drilling advo-
cates have greater congruency 
between their values and ac-
tions than we. If your ultimate 
value is to have cheap gas and 
big, comfortable vehicles, and 
you are willing to sacrifice al-
most anything for them, then 
yes, drill away. The current oil 
spill shouldn't cause them no 
concern. 

For those of us who 
value the natural or-
der, and believe that 
there is no future for 
our species if others 
become extinct, the 
current disaster is an 
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J U N E  S U N D A Y  S E R V I C E S  

 We ask congregants to please arrive and be seated in the Sanctuary before the listed start time of services. If you ar-
rive late, the usher will let you in at the appropriate time or a sign will be posted that you use the rear entrance of the 
sanctuary (the entrance from the steps nearer the street) so as not to disrupt the service in progress. Thank you. 

 

Celebrate RE: The Sounds of Sunday School                                                                                                       RE Committee                          
Musician: Bill Stafford, Senior Usher: Howard Heyman 

 

Every Sunday School class begins with the ringing of bells and the recitation of a short prayer. Come and ring bells with 
us, and join us in speaking a simple yet profound prayer as we celebrate the RE program. The children and RE leaders 
of our church will share and reflect on a year of fun, learning, growth, art and U-U values education. 

 

Flower Communion                                                                                                                                        Rev. Darrell Berger  
Musician: David Braham, Senior Usher: Paul Axel-Lute 

Created by our former member, the Rev. Norbert Capek, Flower Communion  symbolizes the connections among 
people and of the people to nature. We invite everyone who will be attending to bring a flower or two to share.  
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June 13 

June 6 

At least half of all unrestricted donations for this period (though June) will be given to the Haitian Pas-
tors Association for Haitian relief. Please note on your check if you want it credited toward your Can-

It is worthwhile to live 
and fight courageously 
for sacred ideals. 

O blow ye evil winds 
into my body's fire 
my soul you'll never unravel. 

Even though disappointed a thousand times 
or fallen in the fight 
and everything would worthless seem, 

I have lived amidst eternity -- 
Be grateful, my soul -- 
My life was worth living. 

He who was pressed from all sides 
but remained victorious in spirit 
is welcomed into the choir of heroes. 

He who overcame the fetters 
giving wings to his mind 
is entering into the golden age of 
the victorious. 

 - composed by Norbert Capek in Dresden Prison in 1941, shortly before he was transferred to Dachau 
concentration camp, where he died in October, 1942 



June 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30     

Coffee Hour Coordinators for  June: Sandy Langley 

Board Meeting 

7:30 pm,                 
Sonen Room 
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Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

12 noon, Parish Hall 

U P D A T I N G  C H U R C H  D I R E C T O R Y  &          
U U  W O R L D  S U B S C R I P T I O N S  

all Members, if you are 
NOT receiving the UU 
World at present, 
please contact the 
Church Office at 973-
674-0010 or 
info@essexuu.org. All 
current members are 
entitled to the church 
newsletter and a sub-
scription to the UU 
World. 

In a related matter, 
the UUA has begun a 
new service to both 
congregations and 
their members. 
My.UUA.org is an 
online system that 

enables congregations to 
view and change contact 
information for their mem-
bers, lay leaders, and staff. 
One potential service this 
may help is an online version 
of the church directory that 
can be automatically updated 
by members themselves. For 
more information on starting 
an account and logging in, 
please visit: 

http://www.uua.org/leaders/
dataservices/faq/myuuaorg/ 

To inform our congregants, 
the church over the summer 
will start updating its mem-
bership Directory, and (with 
luck) will have it available for 
distribution by the Fall. A 
notice will be sent out asking 
Members to correct and/or 
update contact information 
the church has. New Mem-
bers� names and contact 
information have been added 
at this time, and have been 
forwarded to the UUA. How-
ever, it just missed the mail-
ing for the summer issue of 
the UU World. So, new Mem-
bers should receive their 
inaugural issue in the Fall. To 

A notice will be 

sent out asking 

Members to 

correct and/or 

update contact 

information  
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First Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Essex County 

ART 

SPIRITUALITY 

JUSTICE 

YOUR FAMILY 

YOU 

CULTURE 

35-47 Cleveland St. 

Orange, NJ 07050 

 

Church Phone: 973 674-0010 

Minister's Email: DBerger361@gmail.com 

Business Email: office@essexuu.org 

Inquiries: info@essexuu.org 

Founded in Orange in 1890 as the First 
Unitarian Church of Essex County, the con-
gregation has worshipped in the present 
Sanctuary since its construction in 1892-3.  
The Church continues the ministry of the 
Union Universalist Society (also known as 
the Church of the Redeemer), founded as 
the First Universalist Society of Newark in 
1834. 

 

The Reverend Darrell E. Berger 

Frank Barszcz: President 

Sandra Langley: Vice-President 

Greg Giacobe: Church Administrator 

Barrie Peterson: Chaplain 

Donna Blaine: Sexton 

Nina Barszcz: Newsletter Editor 

 

Office Hours: Mondays 9 AM to 2 PM and 
Fridays 1 PM to 6 PM 

Minister is available Tuesdays, Wednesday 
and Thursdays by appointment. Call church 
main line 

 

 

 

M A K I N G  T H E  
C O N N E C T I O N S  

M A K I N G  T H E  C O N N E C T I O N S  

W H E R E  E V E R Y  M I N D  I S  F R E E  A N D  
E V E R Y  S O U L  I S  W E L C O M E !  

We are on the web! 

www.essexuu.org 


