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“With what shall I come before the Lord,

And bow myself before the High God?

Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings,

With calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,

Ten thousand rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

He has shown you, O man, what is good;

And what does the Lord require of you

But to do justly

To love mercy,

And to walk humbly with your God”

· Micah 6:6-8

Throughout human history people have done a lot of things to try to please God (holy wars, slavery, colonialization, burning witches, blowing up abortion clinics), but here what is required of us is justice, mercy, and humility. Today, I’d like to focus on the theme of justice and mercy and invite you to join me in my effort to infuse these attributes into our criminal justice system.
I. Justice

· In spite of the label there is very little “justice” in our current system

· Definition of justice: “fairness or reasonableness, especially in the way people are treated or decisions are made” 
· Racial inequality in the CJ system

· Slave codes under slavery became the black codes under Reconstruction and the black codes became Jim Crow segregation

· Russell asserts “Blackness itself was a crime. The codes permitted Blacks to be punished for a wide range of social actions. They could be punished for walking down the street if they did not move out of the way quickly enough to accommodate White passerby, for talking to friends on a street corner, for speaking to someone white, or for making contact with someone White” (p.22)

· With the rapid expansion of the prison industrial complex, scholars have argued that the U.S. has “managed to replicate- at least on a statistical level- the shame of chattel slavery” (Boyd, 2001)
· The US incarcerates more Black men than South Africa during the height of apartheid. In 1993 South African apartheid incarceration rates for Black adult men equaled 851 per 100,000.  In 2002, in the US, incarcerated Black adult men totaled 7,150 per 100,000.

·  Class inequality in the CJ system

· Indigent persons may stay in jail for weeks or months before being able to meet with an attorney

· Many appointed attorneys rarely hire expert witnesses or investigators 

· In some counties whether a person can afford a lawyer is determined by his/her ability to make bail

· Despite their poverty, those convicted are often fined and required to pay court costs and various fees they cannot afford

· Gender inequality in the CJ system

· Women who are incarcerated are seen not only as prisoners but also as bad wives, mothers, and daughters
·  female prisoner population has more than doubled since 1990 from 44,065 to 94,336 in 2001 (BJS, 2002).
· MOST OF THE WOMEN INCARCERATED ARE POOR SINGLE MOTHERS. 90% of women in prison are single mothers. 80% of women in prison report incomes of less than $2,000 per year in the year before their arrest, and 92% report incomes under $10,000. 

·  Many women are serving long sentences for small-time drug crimes
· Of the women convicted of violent crimes, the vast majority were convicted for defending themselves or their children from abuse. In California alone there are 600 women in prison for killing their abusers in self-defense. Average prison terms are twice as long for killing husbands as for killing wives. Over 40 percent of women report that they were victims of abuse at least once before their incarceration. (U.S. Department of Justice) 
· Black women are twice as likely to be convicted of killing their abusive husbands than are white women. Black women, on average, receive longer jail time and higher fines than do white women for the same crimes.

· Many of the mothers incarcerated lose contact with their children, sometimes forever. There are 167,000 children in the us whose mothers are incarcerated. Half of the 250,000 children whose mothers are incarcerated never get to visit their mother while she's away. (U.S. Department of Justice) 

· There are some efforts to correct these injustices and make it a more “just” system, but how do we show mercy?

II. Mercy

· Definition of mercy: “kindness or forgiveness shown especially to somebody a person has power over”
· Mercy is giving people what the need (instead of what they deserve) in order to live full and productive lives

· Includes dignity, respect, meaningful work, opportunity for a future, a second chance

III. Personal Story

· I work to provide post-secondary education for prisoners because it provides a way to work towards a more just system and to show mercy to those in desperate need of compassion
· History of my involvement in prisons

· Training in Inside Out- Summer 2005

· Engendering Prisons course Fall 2008

· Volunteer teaching at prison

· Clinton College Bound Program

· Met Stacey Kindt of Redeem-Her: non-profit founded by women formerly imprisoned in Edna Mahan Correctional Facility for Women to bridge the gap between incarcerated women and their community. Goal of the organization is to “strive to prepare the incarcerated woman for reconciliation with God, herself, her family, and her community. When women come home healthy- spiritually, emotionally, physically, and economically, we all benefit.”

· Value of prison education for prisoner reentry

· Research shows that increased access to higher education has a positive impact on a prisoner’s re-entry into society, their families, and the community. Prisoners who receive higher education come out with more opportunities for employment, reduced reliance on welfare, improved cognitive skills and attitudes, and are less likely to be re-incarcerated. Many prisoners were low-wage workers or unemployed before their incarceration (Institute for Higher Education Policy 2005). When they return, their employment options are further limited by the stigma of being in prison. Higher education is key to increasing employment options and decreasing reliance on welfare. Individuals with a Bachelor’s degree report lower levels of unemployment than individuals with a high school diploma, and their incomes are on average 93 percent higher (Institute for Higher Education Policy 2005). 

· Lastly, research strongly supports the link between education and reduced recidivism, showing that those who participate in higher education programs in prison have lower recidivism rates than those who do not. Chappell (2004) examined 15 different studies conducted during the 1990s and found that 14 of these studies showed reduced recidivism for former prisoners who had participated in higher education. On average, recidivism rates for these individuals were 46 percent lower than those who had not taken college classes. In these ways, educating prisoners is a great service to the larger community. Based on the success of educational programs for reducing recidivism, Bazos and Hausman (2004) estimate that “$1 million investment in incarceration will prevent about 350 crimes, while that same investment in education will prevent more than 600 crimes. Correctional education is almost twice as cost effective as incarceration” (9). In other words, educational programs work effectively to improve public safety and security.
· Vale of prison education for human dignity

· Those with higher education also experience “improved health, increased volunteerism, and less reliance on welfare and other social programs” (The Correctional Association of New York 2009). 
· Furthermore, college programs have positive cognitive outcomes for prisoners. The emphasis on reason and logic in higher education develops skills to consider alternative options and points of view and helps reduce anti-social attitudes and behaviors associated with criminal activity (The Correctional Association of New York 2009). A study in Bedford Hills found that female prisoners in their college program became better able to judge consequences of their actions, take responsibility, and see themselves as active in determining their future (Fine et al 2001).

· Comments from students “when I’m in class, I feel like I’m not in prison anymore”

·  “ Justice and love are two sides of the same coin. Justice is love correcting that which revolts against itself.” (Dr. Martin Luther King)
· My work to bring higher education to prison is my act of love and I invite you to join me in bringing justice and mercy to our system
